Lesson 32


Lesson 32 – Renting a House (2)
A.

Have you got a house to
rent yet?
Not yet.

B.

B.

On my lane there’s a
house for rent.
How much is the rent?

A.

I didn’t ask the details.

A.

It’s a new house.
It’s cosy.

ๆ

B.
A.

ๆ

B.
A.

B.
A.

(๙๖๒๓๔๖)

For a small family like
yours
the size is just right, not
too big, not too small.
Is it far from the main
street?
It’s about two kilometers
or so from the end of the
lane.
How do I get in touch
with the owner?
Call him directly. You
don’t have to go through
an agent.
What is his home phone
number?
962-346

Vocabulary notes
as stative verb
The stative verb

occurs in several different types of constructions with different meanings:

X+

Examples

Meaning of

I. Nouns
A.

Animate (Human)
1. People in general
2. People in special roles

B.

good moral character
good at doing something

(1)

Inanimate
1. Objects
2. Places

good quality
(2)

good for some special
purpose

II. Verbs
A.

Action verbs

well, efficiently

B.

Stative verbs

nice and (big)

III. Sentences
A.

Questions

to be acceptable, all right

(1) When used with nouns indicating family roles (son, etc.), professional roles (teacher, etc.),
is used to indicate that the person is performing well in that particular role without regard
to his moral character.
(2) This type of construction can only be used when it is clear from the context in what
respect a place can be called 'good'.

and
...

calls attention to the fact that a certain thing is in existence at a particular time or

place. Its existence may be temporary or accidental.

At that time I had only about fifty baht (on me).

Right at the end of the lane there is (located) a coffee shop.

in calculations
means 'how is it figured? (what is Included in the calculations)'

How is the rent figured? (What's included in the rent?)

How much does it amount to?

How much is the rent?

in verb compounds
is a verb meaning 'worthy of, leading to, or able' which combines with other verbs to
form verb compounds:

loveable, cute:
nice to use:

worthy of +
nice +

interesting to look at:

love

to use
interesting +

look at

means 'to contact or get in touch with' someone.

How do I get in touch with the owner of the house?

means 'to be separated by a certain distance'. It is limited to use in sentences referring to
the extent of the distance between two points.

That house is 2 kilometers from the main street.
'to be far' can replace
construction in which

in constructions like the one above and can be used in other
can not be used, as follows:

Q:
Is Bangkok far from here?
A:

Not very far.

Or in sentences where

is used with verbs of action:

He hit the ball very far.

Grammar notes
and ไป as direction words
1. Besides the verbs

(towards the speaker) and

(away from the speaker)

may be followed by other words.
(a) Calling a place

(

)

I telephoned the ... (Place).

(b) Calling a person

+

+ Place

(

+

)

+ Person

I called (Person) up.
Both when calling persons and places other action verbs with

may occur. Observe the

following:
I called to ask him.
I called to tell him
(

(
I called to invite him to go
+ Place

I called to ask at the...

Grammar Drills
Recognition and Familiarization Drill
A house for rent
A book to read
Water to drink
Food to eat
A movie to see
A place to stay/rest.

Progressive Substitution Drill

Cue

Pattern

On my lane there is a house for rent.
1.
In my lane there is a coffee shop.
2.
In the lane I live in there are many coffee shops.
3.
At the entrance to the lane there are many coffee shops.
4.
At the entrance to the lane there are many restaurants.
5.
At the entrance to the lane there is a restaurant.
6.
At that place there is a restaurant.
7.
There is a good barber shop there.
8.

ๆ
There are many good barber shops there.

Substitution Drill
Cue

Pattern

How do they figure the rent?
1.
How much do they charge for the rent?
2.
How much do they charge per month for the rent?
3.
How many thousands a month do they charge for the rent?

4.
How much a year do they charge for the rent?
5.
How much baht a week do they charge for the rent?

Recognition and Familiarization Drill
1.

That house is a new house.

2.

Bangkok is a big city.

3.

Apples are expensive in Thailand.

4.

Thailand is a hot country.

5.

Sweden is a cold country.

6.

Sukhothai is the old capital.

Recognition and Familiarization Drill
1.

He is a nice person.

2.

He is an enjoyable person.

3.

He is a competent person.

4.

He is a newcomer.

5.

She is a pretty girl.

6.

He is a boring person.

Recognition and Familiarization Drill
1.

He’s a good husband.

2.

She’s a good wife

3.

He’s a good son.

4.

He’s a good teacher.

5.

He’s a good government official.

6.

He’s a good boss.

7.

He’s a good subordinate (employee).

8.

She’s a good student.
Note: Compare these two sentences:
(

He’s a good student. (He has good ability to
) learn.)
He’s a good student. (He is a dutiful student.)

Recognition and Familiarization Drill
1.

nice and cozy

2.

nice and pretty

3.

nice and cheap

4.

nice and close

5.

nice and cool

6.

nice and hot

7.

nice and fast

8.

nice and small

9.

nice and big

10.

nice and amusing

Recognition and Familiarization Drill
1.

too hot

2.

too cold

3.

too far

4.

too fast

5.

too slow

6.

too small

7.

too big

8.

too close

Transformation Drill
Pattern 1

Pattern 2

He drives fast. I like that.

He drives nice and fast.

He drives fast. I don’t like that.

He drives too fast.

He speaks slowly. I like that.

He speaks nice and slow.

Your house is near the market. I like that.

Your house is nice and close to the
market.

Your house is near the market. I don’t like that.

Your house is too close to the
market.

That house is big. I like that.

That house is nice and big.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Recognition and Familiarization Drill
1.
It’s the right size, not too small and not too large.
2.
The weather is just right, not too warm and not too cold.

3.
He speaks at just the right speed, not too fast and not too slow.
4.
The price is just right, not too expensive and not too cheap.
5.
We arrived at just the right time, not too early and not too late.

Substitution Drill
Cue

Pattern
The house is nice to live in.

1.

The hotel is nice to live in.

2.

Bangkok is nice to live in.

3.

Thailand is nice to live in.

4.

The apartment is nice to live in.

5.

Upcountry (Thailand) is nice to live
in.

Recognition and Familiarization Drill 2

+ verb as modifier

1.

The house is nice (to live in).

2.

The food looks delicious.

3.

That car is nice to drive.

4.

That book is interesting to read.

5.

Things here are nice to buy.

6.

This movie is nice to see.

7.

That house is not too expensive. It’s nice to
rent.
This pen is nice to use.

8.

9.

That student is nice to teach.

10.

That book is interesting.

11.

(

The lecture is interesting.

)

12.

The child is lovable (cute, etc.).

Transformation Drill
Pattern 1

Pattern 2

1.

That house is
cozy.
That car is nice to
drive.
Things here are
good buys.
This is a good
house to rent.
That student is
nice to teach.
This is a readable
book.
This book is
interesting.
That child is
lovable (cute,
etc.).

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Response Drill
Cue

Question

Response

How many kilometers is that house
from the main street.

More than two.

1
.

2
.

( )

How many kilometers is the railroad
station from here?

About 2 or 3?

3
.

(

)

(

)

How far is HuaHin from Bangkok?

About 150 kilometers.

How far is Ubon from Bangkok?

About 692 kilometers.

How far is Songkla from Bangkok?

1,129 kilometers.

4
.

5
.

Recognition and Familiarization Drill (Use of

)

Question

Response

Why did he come?

He came to inquire about the house for rent

Who should he contact?

He should contact that official.

How can I get in touch with him?

Contact (him) through the agent.

How can I get in touch with him?

Through the man in charge.

How do I get in touch with you?

Here is my phone number.

Have you seen him lately?

No, I’ve been out of touch with him for a
long time.

1
.
2
.

3
.
4
.
5
.
6
.

7
.

No, I haven’t been in touch with him for a
long time.

Have you got any letters from him?

Recognition and Familiarization Drill
1.

call and ask

2.

call and tell

3.

call and invite

4.

call and summon

5.

call

6.

call

Transformation drill
(Combine Patterns I and II to form Pattern III.)
Pattern 1 and 2

Pattern 3

I called him.
I asked him whether he was going.

I called and asked if he was going.

I called him.
I told him that I could not go.

I called and told him that I could not go.

1. a.
b.

2. a.
b.

3. a.
b.
I will call him.
I will call and ask him to go shopping with
I will ask him to go shopping with me. me.
4. a.
b.

I will call him.
I will invite him to go out (for fun).

I will call him and invite him to go out (for
fun).

I will call him.
I will tell him to come over.

I will call and tell him to come over.

5. a.
b.

6. a.
b.
I will call him.
I will call him and ask him about the house
I will ask him about the house for rent. for rent.
7. a.
b.
I called the taxi company.
I asked for a cab.

I called for a cab.

He called me.
He asked me when I was leaving.

He called and asked when I was leaving.

He called me.
He told me he was sick.

He called and told me he was sick.

He called me.
He invited me to go to Pattaya.

He called and invited me to go to Pattaya.

8. a.
b.

9. a.
b.

10. a.
b.

Exercises
1. Ask someone if he has rented a house yet. He indicates he hasn't.
2. Ask if there are any houses for rent in his street. He says there are some.
3. Find out the name of someone's landlord.

4. Find out how much the rent is.
5. Comment on the looks of various buildings in the neighborhood. Indicate that they look
nice.
6. Discuss how far apart various buildings in the neighborhood are.
7. Ask someone how you get in touch with someone else. He says call him directly.
8. Ask someone if the house he is living in is big enough for a small family like his.
9. Find out how much the rent is for different houses and apartments, how many hundreds,
thousands, etc. per week, month, and year.
10. Discuss the weather in various seasons at various places.
11. Discuss the manner in which various activities are done and whether you like the way it's
done.
12. Indicate that something is just right, not too . . . and not too . . . .
13. Ask questions and answer them about places that are nice to live in, things that are nice to
eat, etc.
14. Discuss various telephone calls; who made them to whom for what purpose and at what
time.

Vocabulary
apple
(

owner

)

the man in charge, official
directly
to be far apart, to be separate, to be distant
just right
too . . . ; in excess
the rent
(

)

lecture
size
how is it figured (what is included in the calculation)

,

kilometer
(

)

lecture

(

subordinate (employee)

)

to arrive (towards the speaker
to arrive (away from the speaker)
has, have, is, are in possession of, is are in existence, is
are to be found
worthy of, leading to, or –able (It combines with other
verbs to form verb compounds)
interesting to read

...

boring
nice to use
nice to rent
interesting to look at
interesting to listen to
to be cozy, livable
nice to drive
lovable, cute
nice to buy
interesting
nice to teach
to look delicious
(
(

)

)

agent
mouth, beak, lips, opening
the entrance into a lane
details
to love

lane, narrow street
,
(

,
)

to contact or get in touch with someone
to telephone, to call
to call (out)
to call (in)

