
Lesson 28 
  

Basic dialog  

 

Conversation with a taxi driver  

David:  
         

Taxi  

            :             
Where to?  

(Taxi driver)    

David:  
                        

How much to Pratnam?  

     :                 
Twelve baht.  

David:  
                            

How, about seven? It's right near 

here.  

     :                              
Can't do it. The traffic's heavy 

over there.  

David:  
                 

Then, can you do it for eight?  

 
                

I've been for eight (before).  

     :                         
Let's say nine baht. Do you want 

to go?  

David:  
        

If we're going, let's go.  

 
                       

Please drive slowly.  

 
(                   

(The taxi goes very fast,  

 
                 )  

so David says, ....)  

David:  
                             

Say, don't drive so fast.  

 
                             

Could you please slow down a 

little?  

Grammar notes  

Reduplicated stative verbs in affirmative requests  



In affirmative requests stative verbs (  ,    , etc.) usually occur in reduplicated form when 

used as modifiers of other verbs.  

                    
Speak a little slower.  

      'a little' usually occurs after the stative verb and serves to soften the request.  

In negative requests the stative verb is not usually reduplicated.  

                      
Don't speak so fast.  

    'so, so much' may occur after the stative verb.  

In the construction                   ,     is used to emphasize the shortness of the 

distance.  

หรอก in statements of negation of contradiction  

     is also pronounced      , rook, rok, ro, when followed by      or     or ə when 

followed by    . It is used with statements of negation, or contradiction, or when correcting a 

misapprehension. It makes a statement milder or less abrupt.  

                
I can't do it.  

นะ / น ะ as a comment  

   or     with      at the end of a sentence indicates that a comment is being made and 

attention is being called to it. No response to it is necessary, but if one is made, it is     .  

Request =  
           /         

Drive well.  

Use of   , (  ,   ) in request  

Notice the difference in usage between   ,   , and   ,    is used to request some one to do 

something. If it is to be done for the speaker,       or    may be used to soften the request.  



               (or 

      )  

Slow down a bit.  

If the speaker is urging someone to do something that he has failed to do on the first request, 

or urging someone to do something that obviously needs doing, he may use   .  

       (     )    
Slow down (as I asked you to)  

ก     ก น to indicate preference for a particular course of action  

          is a phrase which is used in affirmative sentences to indicate preference for a 

particular course of action and to urge another to agree to it. English equivalents vary from 

example to example:  

                  
Let's say nine baht.  

                         
How about you driving today?  

Drills  

Substitution drill 

 Cue  Pattern  

  
                        

  How much to Pratunam?  

1.  
                                                 

  How much to Ratprasong Corner?  

2.  
                                         

  How much to King's Cinema?  

3.  
                                 

  How much to the P. X.?  

4.  
                                     

  How much to Thammasart (University)?  

5.  
                                                



  How much to USIS on South Sathorn?  

6.  
                                                 

  How much to the Mission Hospital?  

7.  
               

           

                 

                      

  How much to Hotel Capitol at Buffalo Bridge?  

8.  
                               

  How much to Patoomwan Corner?  

9.  
                     

              

                       

                         

  How much to Sukhumwit Street, right near Lane 

25?  

1

0.                            

             

                                

                    

  How much to Rachadamnoen Street right at the 

Freedom Monument?  

Recognition and familiarization drill 

1.  
                      

 Drive a little slower.  

2.  
                      

 Come a bit earlier.  

3.  
                      

 Speak a bit louder.  

4.  
                      

 Go a little faster.  

5.  
                          

 Come back a bit sooner.  

6.  
                            

 Study a little bit more.  



7.  
                      

 Eat a little more.  

Substitution drill 

 Cue  Pattern  

1.  
   ,                            

  Speak a little slower.  

2.  
   ,                            

  Drive a little slower.  

3.  
      ,                                 

  Come back a little sooner.  

4.  
   ,                            

  Eat a little more.  

5.  
    ,                             

  Stay a while longer.  

6.  
    (     )                            

  Do a bit more.  

7.  
   ,                            

  Speak a little louder.  

8.  
         ,                                

  Speak a little better with him.  

Recognition and familiarization drill 

1.  
                      

 Don't drive so fast.   

2.  
                      

 

 Don't speak so fast.   

3.  
                      

 

 Don't speak so softly.   

4.  
                      

 



 Don't walk so slowly.   

5.  
                    

 

 Don't come so late.   

6.  
                    

 

 Don't come so late (in the morning).   

7.  
                    

 

 Don't be gone for so long.   

Transformation drill 

 Affirmative  Negative  

1.  
                                            

 Drive a little slower.  Don't drive so fast.  

2.  
                                          

 Come a little earlier.  Don't come so late.  

3.  
                                          

 Go a little faster.  Don't go so slow.  

4.  
                                            

 Speak a little softer.  Don't speak so loud.  

5.  
                                              

 Come back a little sooner.  Don't come back so late.  

6.  
                                          

 Come a little earlier.  Don't come so late.  

Recognition and familiarization drill 

 

1.  
         (    )  

Very pretty, isn't it?  

2.  
      (    )  

Pretty, isn't it?  

3.  
          (    )  

Very expert, isn't it?  

4.  
     (    )  

Good, isn't it?  



5.  
         (    )  

Very clear (distinct), isn't it?  

6.  
      (    )  

Expensive, isn't it?  

7.  
         (    )  

A very long time, isn't it?  

8.  
         (    )  

Very slow, isn't it?  

9.  
          (    )  

Very fast (quick), isn't it?  

10.  
         (    )  

Very far, isn't it?  

11.  
      (    )  

(It's) a lot, isn't it?  

12.  
         (    )  

(It's) a very great deal, isn't it  

Transformation drill 

 

From the situation given in Column 1, one student makes a comment (as a reaction to the 

situation) to another student.  

 Situation  Comment  

1.  
                                                            

 That Westerner speaks Thai very 

distinctly.  

That Westerner speaks Thai very distinctly, 

doesn't he?  

2.  
                                        

 He's a bore.  He's a bore, isn't he?  

3.  
                                          

 That woman is very pretty.  That woman is very pretty, isn't she?  

4.  
                                

 Thai is hard.  Thai is hard, isn't it?  

5.  
                                            

 Your friend is an amusing person.  Your friend is an amusing person, isn't he?  

6.  
                                                                

 That fellow plays tennis very well.  That fellow plays tennis very well, doesn't he?  

7.  
                                  

 That doctor is very good.  That doctor is very good, isn't he?  



8.  
                                                  

 Mr. Prapas' house is very far.  Mr. Prapas' house is very far, isn't it?  

9.  
                                

 Today the weather's fine.  Today the weather's fine, isn't it?  

10.  
                                    

 Here things are very expensive.  Here things are very expensive, aren't they?  

11.  
                                  

 The traffic Is very heavy in this section.  The traffic Is very heavy in this section, isn't 

it?  

Recognition and familiarization drill 

1.  
                      

 Slow down a bit.  

2.  
                      

 Come a little earlier.  

3.  
                      

 Speak a little louder.  

4.  
                      

 Go a little faster.  

5.  
                            

 Study a little more.  

Transformation drill 

Situation  Request  

(            )                        

 Drive a little slower.  

(              )                          

 Come a bit earlier.  

(             )                        

 Speak a little louder.  



(           )                      

 Go a little earlier.  

(            )                         

 Work a little faster.  

(          )                        

 Eat a little more.  

(           )                       

 Speak a little better.  

Transformation drill 

 Affirmative request  Negative request  

1.  
                                            

 Drive slower.  Don't drive so fast.  

2.  
                                          

 Come earlier.  Don't come so late.  

3.  
                                          

 Go sooner.  Don't go so late.  

4.  
                                                  

 Converse more quietly.  Don't converse in such loud voices.  

5.  
                                               

 Work faster.  Don't work so slowly.  

Transformation drill 

 

Change Pattern 1 to 2 with   , which has the meaning: 'a reminder to...'; change Pattern 1 to 

3 with   , which has the meaning 'you are urged to...'.  

 Pattern 1  Pattern 2  Pattern 3  

1

.                          

2

.                          



3

.                             

4

.                             

5

.                                              

6

.                                                  

7

.                  

   

                    

     

                    

     

Exercises  

(The instructor reads the sentences describing the situation and a student makes an appropriate 

response.)  

1.  
                                                              ...  

2.  
                                                             

         ...  

3.  
                                                          ...  

4.  
                                                              

                               ...  

5.  
                                                         

         ...  

6.  
                                                      ...  

7.  
                                                      ...  

8.  
                                      ...  

9.  
                                                          

         ...  

Vocabulary  



            
monument  

     
is used to emphasize the shortness of the distance (in this lesson).  

    
Joe  

     
loud  

       (    )  
up to (such and such a point) that near (far), to that extent  

          
Capitol, name of a hotel in Bangkok  

      
softly, low (of sound)  

           
used in affirmative sentences to indicate preference for a particular course 

of action and to urge another to agree to it.  

        
can't do it, unable to, is incapable of (because of lack of physical strength 

of energy)  

         
Mission, name of a hospital in Bangkok  

     
so, so much  

         
a section in Bangkok  

             
freedom and also the name of a monument in Bangkok  

              
King's Cinema  

       
the traffic's heavy  

     
to get stuck (to, in), to connect, to stick (to), to attach (to)  

           
Buffalo Bridge, name of the section in Bangkok on Phaholyothin Road  

  ,   ,     
to request someone to do something to urge someone to do something that 

he has failed to do on the first request or obviously needs doing  

         
over there, that area  

    may be used In the place of       to soften the request if it is to be done 

for the speaker.  

 


